
PACKET #2: APRIL 13 - APRIL 17 
Dear Students and Guardians,  
 
We hope you and your loved ones are healthy and doing well. We want you to know that your education as well 
as your physical and social-emotional health are of the utmost importance to us. If you have any questions or 
just want to talk, please feel free to contact us via email, Google Classroom, calling the school, or any other 
innovative ways that come available to us. We will continue to stay in touch with all of you as much as we 
possibly can.  
 
This packet contains schoolwork from April 13th to April 17th. During this time, our days will focus on our 
argument unit as well as individual reading.  
 
Take care, 
Ms. Clayton, Mrs. Espinoza, Ms. McGovern, Mr. Van Sant, & Ms. Velasquez 
 
Day 1: Monday, April 13th:  
❏ On the handout Analyzing the Prompt & Finding Background Information, analyze the prompt by 

following the directions for Day One: 4/13 Analyze the Prompt. 
 
Day 2: Tuesday, April 14th 
❏ Follow the directions for Day Two: 4/14 Finding Background Information on the handout Analyzing the 

Prompt & Finding Background Information. You will need the article “Issue Overview: Are social 
networking sites good for our society?” from the first packet.  

 
Day 3: Wednesday, April 15th  
❏ On the handout Analyzing the Prompt & Finding Background Information, write the background 

sentences that you will use to introduce your argument by following the directions for Day Three: 4/15 
Writing Your Background Information for Your Argument. 

 
Day 4: Thursday, April 16th  
❏ On the handout Social Media Argument Paragraph plan and write your thesis by following the 

directions for Day Four: 4/16 Writing Your Thesis Review. 
 

Day 5: Friday, April 17th  
❏ On the handout Social Media Argument Paragraph Plan craft your thesis by following the directions 

for Day Five & One: 4/17 & 4/20 Planning Your Paragraph. 
 
 
Daily Enrichment Activities (Optional): 
❏ Read for 30 minutes. You may read Newsela, a novel, poetry, articles. It is your choice. Respond on 

your reading log. 
❏ Respond on binder paper to one of the journal prompts OR write about whatever you want! 

 



 
Analyzing the Prompt & Finding Background Information 

 
Day One: 4/13 Analyze the Prompt 
Directions: Read the prompt and highlight the details of the assignment (topic and requirements).  
 
Social Media Argument Prompt 

Is social media good for our society? Using more than one of the sources in your packet, develop 
a thesis/claim that states your belief about this issue. Once you have a thesis/claim, select the most 
relevant information from more than one source to support your thesis/claim. Then, write a fully 
developed one-paragraph argument that supports your claim. To develop your argument,  be sure to 
discuss specific examples from your experience, your observations, and/or your reading.  Clearly 
organize your essay and elaborate on your ideas and evidence. Unless quoting directly from the sources, 
use your own words. Be sure to cite the source title when quoting or paraphrasing details or facts from 
the sources. 
 
Day Two: 4/14 Finding Background Information 
Directions: 

1. Reread “Issue Overview: Are social networking sites good for our society?”  
2. Highlight information you might use in your writing to provide background. Find information that 

shows: 
a. What social media is and how people use it 
b. How often people use social media 
c. Why this is an important issue 

 

Day Three: 4/15 Writing Your Background Information for Your Argument 
Use the information you highlighted to write a paragraph. Paraphrase  information that you find below. 
Paraphrase means to write the information in your own words. You may use the other articles for 
background information as well. Make sure to cite your source. Since there are no authors, use the first 
two or three words of the title and the page number.  
 

● For example:  People who use social media share information about themselves, communicate 
with people, do research and share things that they think are important (Issue Overview 1).  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
Social Media Argument Paragraph Plan 

 
Day Four: 4/16 Writing Your Thesis Review 
Directions: Read the information about a thesis. Answer the questions, then put the answers 
together to make a thesis! 
 

Thesis = Claim + Reason(s) 

 
A THESIS statement is a sentence that explains what you are trying to prove and provides an 
overview of the arguments or reasons you will make in your body paragraphs. 

 
DO NOT begin with “I am going to be writing/talking/telling about…” or “This essay is 
about…”  
 
Examples:  

● The legal driving age should be changed to twenty because teen drivers are more likely to 
cause accidents and they are not mature enough to understand the repercussions of their 
actions. 

● Parents should limit their children’s screen time because it is addictive and leads to lower 
grades in school. 

● Students should not be banned from taking cell phones to school because they can be 
used in an emergency and they can be used as a tool for learning. 

 
Directions: Look back at your Argument Brainstorming Tool. What is your claim? Circle or 
highlight your claim. 

PRO: Social media is beneficial. CON: Social media is detrimental. 
 
Social media is _____________________________ to our society because… 
Reason 1: ____________________________________________________________________ 
Reason 2: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Choose your strongest reason and include it in your thesis. You only need one reason. Write 
out your thesis below: 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
Day Five & One: 4/17 & 4/20 Planning Your Paragraph 
 
Directions: You have already gathered evidence to support your claim. Look back to the 
Argument Planning Tool from the last packet. Choose the evidence that most strongly supports 
the reason you wrote on the back of this page. Use the organizer below to plan your paragraph. 

Evidence: Quotation or 
Paraphrase 
 
In the article “___________”  
                               Title 
adapted by Newsela, it states, 
“_________” (#). 
   

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

Elaboration: How does this 
evidence prove the claim? Write 
at least two sentences. 
 
This shows that…  
This means…         If...,then…. 
 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

Evidence: Quotation or 
Paraphrase 
 
In addition, according to 
Procon.org, ... 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

Elaboration: How does this 
evidence prove the claim? Write 
at least two sentences. 
 
This shows that…  
This means…         If...,then…. 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

Conclusion: Connect Back to 
Claim (Choose one and restate the 
thesis in a different way. 
Clearly,...    Therefore,.. 
Ultimately,... 

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 

 



 
JOURNAL PROMPTS: April 13 to April 17 
 
Directions: Respond on binder paper to one of the journal prompts OR write about whatever you want! 
 
Doing good feels good. If you treat someone kindly or make a good choice but no one knows about it, is it 
worth doing? Write about a few choices you’ve made this week that you feel good. Write about some acts of 
kindness you could do this week. 
 
Write about three good traits your parent or guardian has. Write about three things you’ve learned from a 
parent or guardian. Choose a time when you were really angry or frustrated with your parent / guardian. Retell 
the story from their perspective. 
 
It’s the sum of our small, everyday choices, that defines who we are. Which character traits make someone a 
good person? Is character defined by one act or a pattern of behavior?  Do you have to be perfect to be a good 
person? 
 
Take joy in others’ joy, and you get joy to infinity. Think of a time you felt upset that someone did something 
better than you. How did you react? Can you use your emotions in a healthy way? What are some things that are 
special about you? What do you do well? 
 
There’s no road to happiness. It’s more of a winding path through hills and valleys. In the end, it’s the journey 
that matters. What is an event in your life that seemed awful at the time, but led to a new happier time? Have 
you ever been sad and thought it wouldn’t ever get better? Did it? Why or why not? What are some things you 
can do to cheer yourself up when you are sad? 
 
 

READING LOG 
 
Directions: Read Monday-Friday for 30 minutes each day. You will need to choose a different Reader’s 
Response in any order you wish. You may read a Newsela or other article, a novel, or poetry. 
 
Date Title and 

Author of 
Book 

Reader’s Response Choices 
1. Write down 3 predictions. 
2. Find 2 interesting facts or quotations and write them down 
with page numbers. 
3. Record at least 2 questions you have so far.  
4. Write a summary of what you’ve read, minimum of 3 
sentences.  
5. Write down at least 2 new vocabulary words and 
definitions. 

# of 
pages 
read 
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